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Climate change 

Perhaps THE biggest social and 

environmental issue of our time

Most climate research sits behind pay-to-

read firewalls…

…but is mostly paid for by the public

http://www.met.reading.ac.uk/~ed/home/index.php




The public pays for vital climate research 

(and all other research) literally THREE times:

1.Pay for the research to be done

2.Pay for academics to review and edit the 

journals (for free)

3.Pay for the research to get published / or 

pay to access it 

Money



Equity



The journal Sustainability as example

- published 10,691 articles in 2020

- Articles Processing Charges (APCs) of about US$ 

2,000. 

- The journal waives 25-27% of these fees, but … in 

2020 this had revenues of around £11.7 million 

(& profit margin will be huge). 
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Climate change 

Science place a crucial role in addressing this 

huge challenge.

But if it sits behind firewalls…

http://www.met.reading.ac.uk/~ed/home/index.php
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